
Subject: Re: Linux version host/guest
Posted by dowdle on Tue, 11 Mar 2008 20:10:33 GMT
View Forum Message <> Reply to Message

Just to clarify... there is one and only one kernel running period... and that is on the host node. 
You can install all of the kernels you want inside the containers... but you are never going to be
able to run them... as there is only one kernel running.  While it may be possible to change what
kernel a container reports as running... that's just a cosmetic thing.

To get a better picture, understand that OpenVZ is OS virtualization and not machine
virtualization.  A container is nothing more than a grouping of processes together... with their own
resources and filesystem.

From the host node do "pstree -nup".  You'll see a number of init processes and children
processes under them.  The init process with PID 1 is the real init process for the host node and
the other init processes are the init processes for each container.

Please note that a container is the init process and its children processes... and the virtualized
resources that the OpenVZ kernel provides to isolate these groups of processes.  There is only
one kernel running.

If you want, you can delete all kernels from your containers... I imagine the kernel packages are
installed because they were needed to satisfy package dependencies by the package manager
inside of your container.  Normally a container doesn't have a kernel package installed.
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